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On Aug. 19, 2017 a floating net pen near Cypress Is-
land northwest of Seattle capsized, dumping 304,000 

market-ready and mature Atlantic salmon (about 2 mil-
lion pounds) into Puget Sound. Cooke Aquaculture—a 
corporation with $1.8 billion in worldwide sales—initially 
claimed that the failure of the net pen was due to high 
tides related to a solar eclipse, but later admitted the 
structure failed due to age and the stresses of the marine 
environment. Cooke Aquaculture purchased the aging, di-
lapidated net pen in 2016.

In response to the net pen failure, the Wild Fish Con-
servancy organized a protest event called The Flotilla that 
took place Sep. 16, 2017 on the south side of Bainbridge 
Island near existing aquaculture operations, and also near 
the home of Washington Governor Jay Inslee. The event 
drew dozens and dozens of boats, with hundreds of peo-
ple bearing protest signs ranging from “Keep the Wild” to  
“Net Pens Ruin our Future.”

Escaped Atlantic salmon could spawn in West Coast 
streams, but the pens pose other threats. “The public does 
not want these pens,” said Kurt Beardslee, executive direc-
tor of the Wild Fish Conservancy. “They don’t want Puget 
Sound to be polluted every day by these pens. They don’t 
want our salmon to be at risk from viruses and parasites.”

The Anglers’ Club of New York (ACNY), a nonprofit 
organization established in 1906, honored Orri Vig-

fússon with its Medal of Honor for his lifelong devotion 
to salmon. The Medal of Honor is awarded for service 
“in the fields of conservation, ichthyology, and the sport 
of angling,” and has been awarded only 10 times in the 
club’s 110-year history. ACNY announced the award in 
March, but Vigfússon died July 1 before the medal could 
be conferred. Vigfússon’s wife Unnur Kristinsdóttir ac-
cepted the award on his behalf in a special ceremony in 
New York City on October 5, 2017.

Orri Vigfússon founded the North Atlantic Salmon 
Fund (NASF) in 1989 in response to a precipitous decline 
in the numbers of wild Atlantic salmon due to the lethal 
impacts of high-seas commercial netting. A proponent of 
“green capitalism”—the principle that all wealth depends 
on the health of natural systems—Vigfússon brokered 
multimillion-dollar buyouts of salmon quotas from com-
mercial fisherman in the Faroe Islands, Greenland, Ice-
land, England, Wales, Ireland, France, and Norway.

At the ceremony, American banker and economist 
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Protesters in dozens of boats gathered near net pens on the south side of Bainbridge Island in support of wild salmonids.➤

What do you do if your annu-
al company get-together has to 

take a rain check because of a hurri-
cane?  If you’re Costa Del Mar, you roll 
up your sleeves and get to work.

Costa’s mid-September Slack Tide 
annual guide symposium was can-
celed due to the threat of incoming 
Hurricane Irma. After the hurricane   
hit the Florida Keys and the extent of 
the damage became apparent, Costa 
community leader Peter Vandergrift 
marshaled every company resource 
available to help guides and their 
families recover. After flying from his 
home in Montana, he coordinated a 
convoy of trucks and trailers filled 
with food, 500 gallons of fresh water, 
100 gallons of gas, portable genera-
tors, and power tools and drove south 
from the company’s headquarters in 
Daytona Beach, Florida.

When Vandergrift called guide 
Bruce Chard to tell him they were en 
route to his home on Sugarloaf Key, 
Chard was taken by surprise because   
few evacuees had been able to return. 

“I was still evacuated, and they 
told me they planned to come and 
help out,”  says Chard.  “I said there 
was no way they were going to work 
on my place without me, so I hooked 

up with them on the way down.”
After clearing debris to make way 

for restoration of utilities, the Cos-
ta crew began work on neighbor-
ing properties. The work crew grew 
rapidly with the participation of oth-
er homeowners and guides, moving 
from house to house in a team that 
eventually comprised more than 20 
people.

Photo ❱ Bruce Chard

Photo ❱ Richard Schager

Photo ❱ Greg McDermid

The Costa Del Mar work crew was among the first to arrive in the Middle Keys 
after Hurricane Irma. They brought food, water, chainsaws, generators, and 
many helping hands.
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On October 7, 2017, the world’s most accomplished competi-
tion caster was inducted into the Catskill Fly Fishing Cen-

ter and Museum Hall of Fame. Steve Rajeff is the 45-time Grand 
All-Around Champion of the American Casting Association (ACA). 
That number of national championships is unparalleled in amateur 
sport of any kind. He is also 14-time world casting champion. His 
closest peer in that regard is Jon Tarantino, with six world champi-
onships. In competition he has made casts of 306 feet with a two-
hand rod and 243 feet with a single-hand rod, but championships 
are not all about distance. Rajeff is also the most accurate caster 
in the history of the ACA. He designed all the G.Loomis rods from 
1985 to the present, including most recently the NRX and the As-
quith. He was inducted to the Hall of Fame along with Theodore 
Rogowski, Vernon S. Hidy, and Theodore Niemeyer. 

Paul Volcker, with whom Vigfússon had planned a fish-
ing trip for July, spoke of the importance of Vigfússon’s 
work. Chad Pike—an American private equity strate-
gist who has been a significant donor and supporter of 
NASF—also spoke at the ceremony and said  continuous 
funding is a critical element to the ongoing legacy of 
Orri Vigfússon. Pike is Vigfússon’s successor as chair-
man of NASF. Donations in Vigfússon’s memory should 
be directed to the Orri Fund in care of the North Atlantic 
Salmon Fund (northatlanticsalmonfund.org).

“You know, it was hard to just sit 
around and wait, we all felt that we 
had to do something,” said Vanderg-
rift. “We just came with the attitude 
that we would help however was 
needed. What impressed me most 
was how quickly folks just jumped in, 
and how fast we were able to knock a 
lot of work out.”

Chad Pike, a friend of Vigfússon and a supporter of NASF, 
is the new chairman of the North Atlantic Salmon Fund.
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